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“A” type bulb shapes 
are standard light 
bulbs. The number 
after the bulb shape 
is the number of 
eighths of an inch in 
diameter. A19 is the 
most common size 
we use.

“B” shaped bulbs are 
also known as 
Candelabra Light 
Bulbs. They have a 
bulged base that 
tapers to a rounded 
or pointed tip. 

The difference between a T2 and a T3 is the size 
(more precisely the width) of the tubing. T2 is 2/8 
of an inch, T3 is 3/8 of an inch, and so on and so 
forth. The rule of thumb is the thinner the tube 
the more efficient the lamp, although other 
factors can effect the efficiency.

“G” shaped light bulbs often 
function like fixtures. Once 
screwed into a socket, the 
globe becomes the 
decorative element. 
The number following the "G" 
indicates the diameter of the 
bulb in 1/8-inch increments. 

“PAR” light bulbs 
utilize a parabolic 
mirror or reflective 
surface to focus the 
light. For LEDs the 
PAR designation is 
used to define the 
shape, as most do 
not have a reflective 
lower surface due to 
the directive nature 
of LEDs.


